
Coffey Break 

Civil Air Patrol Cadets Experience College Cultural Tour 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cadets were exposed to a variety of different styles of campus life. They 

visited classrooms made for groups as small as fifteen students and lecture 

halls for 1,000’s.  They saw stadiums built for 100,000, libraries, fitness     

buildings, student centers, residence halls, and campus historical landmarks.       
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Ten civil air patrol cadets          

participated in a college cultural 

tour sponsored by the Family 

Centered Educational Agency’s 

Upward Bound Program during 

the 2015 Spring Break (April 6-9). 

The cadets traveled along with 

sixty other students from 

Thornton Township School       

District 205, Harper High School, 

and John Hope College Prep. The 

group visited seven colleges in 

total:  The Ohio State  University, 

Denison University, Wooster   

College, Kent  State University, 

Bowling Green State University, 

Ball State University, and the  

University of Notre Dame. 



May 4 Tour 
During the tour at Kent State University the 

group was given a history lesson that was la-

beled Never Forget May 4.  On May 4, 1970, 

student activist gathered on campus to protest 

of the Cambodian Campaign, which President 

Richard Nixon announced during a television 

address on April 30.  Tension was high and the 

ROTC building had been set on fire the night 

before the Ohio National Guard were called in 

to maintain order.  Stories varied about what 

cause the Guardsmen to fired 67 rounds over a 

period of 13 seconds, killing four students and 

wounding nine others, one of whom suffered 

permanent paralysis. 

As a result of the shootings: hundreds of uni-

versities, colleges, and high schools closed 

throughout the United States due to a student 

strike of four million students, and the event 

further affected public opinion over the role of 

the United States in the Vietnam War. 

 
A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter 
the course of history. Mahatma Gandhi 
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At Ball State University the group received a presentation 

from Lt. Colonel Kelly S. Rosenberger of the Army ROTC pro-

gram. They learned about the core values, academic & physi-

cally requirements, scholarships, and much more. 

Group with Captain Timothy Walton, Cadet Baruch Lawburgh & 

 Cadet John Heldreth. 



Various moments... 

The whole purpose of 

education is to turn 

mirrors into windows. 

Sydney J. Harris 

 

Pictures from Bowling 

Green State University, 

Denison University, 

and the University of 

Notre Dame 
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Life Skills 

However, not all lessons were academically 

based.  The group was exposed to some non-cognitive 

skill sets that they need in order to be ready for life 

outside of the classroom.  They practiced etiquette 

during a formal meal at Maggiano’s Little Italy Restau-

rant.  They learned about table settings, manners, 

dress attire, and Italian cuisine.   
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In closing, the group came away 

more knowledgeable about what 

will be expected of them academi-

cally and socially.   

 

Semper Vigilans, Always Vigilant! 



“If you are going to achieve excellence in big things, you develop the habit in little matters. Ex-
cellence is not an exception, it is a prevailing attitude.” Colin Powell 

Cadet TSGT Aaron Clark Jr. - Thornwood H.S on May 20, 2015.  Will be attending United States 

Naval Academy.  “I have valued my time in civil air patrol because it has taught me life lessons of 

diligence, discipline and resilience.  The marching drills conducted by the squadrons have taught 

me team work and uniform alignment with members that is an important value in today’s military. 

The motto of CAP “Semper Vigilans, Always Vigilant”, has taught me to live life in an altruistic  

manner because I see myself as a volunteer first before taking care of myself.  As a graduate of 

Thornwood, I will keep ahold to these ideals and apply it to everything I do as I grow.  As my      

intelligence grows, my integrity will remain diligent to the CAP code.  I am a Staff Sergeant of CAP 

and leading teams with the code of honor not only made me a better leader, but a better man.” 

Cadet SMSgt Dion Powell - Graduate from Perspectives MSA on May 28. Going to Lewis University 

for Aviation Flight. “Civil Air Patrol has taught me how to be a better leader Through Emergency 

Services and drilling, one of the main lessons that I learned is that a true leader must become a 

better follower. This helped me through school and work whenever I was faced with a leadership 

job.” 

Cadet Staff Sergeant De'Ja Adams 

Dwight D. Eisenhower High School 

Graduation: May 21, 2015 

Will be attending Tennessee State University 

“Being apart of Civil Air Patrol teaches you how to be a 

leader and how to respect others. They provide great ex-

periences, such as flying planes and participating in emer-

gency service programs. I finished high school a semester 

early. I took all honors and AP classes, while maintaining a 

job at Kids Footlocker. I will be graduating with a 4.0 GPA. I 

am currently enrolled in classes at Moraine Valley        

Community College. I was accepted to 8 different colleges, 

as well as their honors programs.” 

Cadet Airman 1st Class Sairyia Jemison - Thornwood High 

School Junior. “The reason I joined Civil Air Patrol was to 

understand more about the military. CAP doesn’t just 

teach cadets how to serve their country, but why they 

should serve others in general. I’ve learned so much in this 

past year I couldn’t be anymore grateful. I’ve learned how 

to be a leader, how to organize my time, how to stand out 

amongst my peers in a positive light, and how to be a team 

player. We’ve done a variety of community service        

projects and I can’t think of one that was boring. We’ve 

covered a tremendous amount of college level courses in 

the day program and I can’t think of one day where I    

wasn’t asked think critically. The other cadets and I have 

made strong friendships I hope to have a forever, as well 

as the senior members in the program. Overall, I think this 

is a wonderful program that goes under praised. I think a 

lot of the youth would benefit from going through this  

program.”  

 

We salute Cornelius Coffey and the many colored aviators  that paved the 

way for generations to follow.  They set the foundation and provided an 

exemplary example! 
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Recognizing the Excellence of Our Cadets 



Lincoln Memorial Women of Color in Aviation 

South Holland’s Take a Bite  Out of Grime 

Memorial Day Parade 

Thornwood Graduation 

High School Fire Camp 

Cadet Leadership Training 

TLC Training 

King of the Rock 

Open House/Camp Out 

Pembrook Founders Day 

 

May-August 2015 Upcoming Events (tentative) 

Cornelius R. Coffey 
Squadron IL-332 

The core values of Civil Air Patrol 

establish a common set of behavioral 

expectations as well as a set of stand-

ards to assess member conduct. The 

values of Integrity, Volunteer Service, 

Excellence, and Respect, serve as the 

ethical framework for CAP’s service 

to America.  

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Civil Air Patrol                  
Cornelius R. Coffey Squadron 

17101 South Park Avenue 

Room 1104 

South Holland, IL 60473 
 

Phone:  708-225-4707 

E-mail: coffey332@gmail.com 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


